
When the mop was invented, materials were difficult to find so the first samples were  with compact buckets without 
galvanising made in Barcelona. 

Only one or two per day were made at first, until they got an order for 100 and they were able to buy a press.

One of the problems he had, was to find a twisted cotton which could absorb water without fraying.

1960, tourists and emigrants left Spain with mops and in 1980 the mop was already sold in 30 countries. The 
company had 150 employers and made 1300 millions of pesetas a year.
It was then, when he sold his business to a Dutch multinacional (Curver) that made and exported mops to 60 coun-
tries.They were made China.

They had to improve the invention before it became one of the most exported devices in history.
In 1959,  Mr. Jalón replaced the mop with built in wringer for a bucket funnel with holes.

We know his invention as it is today thanks to the discovery of plastic. Thanks to this, he could  have patents world-
wide and gave him the chance to innovate squeezers, rollers, buckets, ice buckets and portable fridges used for 
organ transplants. But there was something missing, said Mr. Jalón, the link of the handle with the head: "since the 
first system of clamp and the spring were expensive, we looked for something simple and cheap but with so much 
competition there wasn't any money left. However, it allowed us to pay for the factory expenses working 24 hours 
every day, except the local bank holiday; We never managed to make people buy the replacement and there we 
lost a great business deal".

We can see in museums and books that the most representative invention of the spanish industrial design is Monte-
sa motorbike, the Talgo train and the mop. Of all these 3 spanish engineer inventions, only the mop goes round the 
5 continents.  

WE ARE CURIOUS

YOUR TURN

1

2

Who Invented the mop?

1. Do a survey in your area about the development of housework duties and say if all the family shares 
housework, or if it is only the father or the mother who does it or if they have a cleaning person to do the 
housework.

Ask how the housework is done at home and how housework was done at your grandparents home in the 
past and compare.

3. Interview old people in your surroundings and ask them about the most important changes in cleaning 
and cleaning floors, clothes, dishes...

2. The invention of the mop was thanks to Mr Manuel Jalón Corominas by legal ruling in 2009. Do some 
research about the authorship controversy hold between the Bellvis family and Mr. Jalón. 

When the mop was invented, materials were difficult to find so the first samples were  with compact buckets without 
galvanising made in Barcelona. 

Only one or two per day were made at first, until they got an order for 100 and they were able to buy a press.

One of the problems he had, was to find a twisted cotton which could absorb water without fraying.

1960, tourists and emigrants left Spain with mops and in 1980 the mop was already sold in 30 countries. The 
company had 150 employers and made 1300 millions of pesetas a year.
It was then, when he sold his business to a Dutch multinacional (Curver) that made and exported mops to 60 coun-
tries.They were made China.

They had to improve the invention before it became one of the most exported devices in history.
In 1959,  Mr. Jalón replaced the mop with built in wringer for a bucket funnel with holes.

We know his invention as it is today thanks to the discovery of plastic. Thanks to this, he could  have patents world-
wide and gave him the chance to innovate squeezers, rollers, buckets, ice buckets and portable fridges used for 
organ transplants. But there was something missing, said Mr. Jalón, the link of the handle with the head: "since the 
first system of clamp and the spring were expensive, we looked for something simple and cheap but with so much 
competition there wasn't any money left. However, it allowed us to pay for the factory expenses working 24 hours 
every day, except the local bank holiday; We never managed to make people buy the replacement and there we 
lost a great business deal".

We can see in museums and books that the most representative invention of the spanish industrial design is Monte-
sa motorbike, the Talgo train and the mop. Of all these 3 spanish engineer inventions, only the mop goes round the 
5 continents.  

In the original advertisement of the mop they always refer to women as the users of the mop. Do you think 
this advertisement would be valid today?
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The history of tissues

We use tissues more than handkerchieves. The use 
of tissues didn't become popular until some 
decades ago. 

Nowadays when we ask for a tissue, we usually ask for a  “kleenex”, the same thing happens when we ask for a  
“Coca-Cola” instead of  a Cola or a  “Danone” instead of a yogurt. In all of these examples, we use the name of  the 
most popular brand to identify the product.

The Kimberly-Clark company, founded in 1872 by Haviloah Babcock, Frank C. Shattuck, John A. Kimberly and Charles 
B. Clark in a small town in Wisconsin, United States. The company was founded to produce and sell high quality 
writing paper and paper for newspapers. 

The Scott company is one of their biggest competitors, they produce toilet paper rolls. In 1890, thanks to their famous 
toilet paper rolls, they are Number one in sales. Later, in 1907 the Scott company sells for the first time their disposable 
tissues.

The First World War (1914-1919) was key for the development of the company 
and for the beginning of the famous Kleenex.

The  disposable tissues  produced by  Kimberly-Clark are made of  a 
material called "cellucotton" invented by this company during the First 
World War.

Originally, they were used in anti-gas masks, instead of cotton, 
since they needed the cotton  for making clothes. The 
tissues were also used to clean the wounded 
soldiers.

The  Kimberly-Clark corporation created the first 
facial tissue  in 1924, the product was advertised as 
a make up remover and cream. The image of  the 
tissues was associated to famous cinema stars of 
that time.

A few years later, after it appeared on the market, 
customers sent letters to the company suggesting using the 
tissues against colds. In the 30's, the use of  tissues as a  dispo-
sable tissue got expanded, so the company came up with the slogan 
"Don't put a cold in your Pocket". 

Name: Class:
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WE ARE CURIOUS

2. What is the relationship between Kimberly-Clark and Scott Paper nowadays?

3. According to  history: what were tissues used for at the beginnings?

4. Make a long list of brands we use to talk about product.

1

The history of tissues

1. Do a survey in your area about the use of tissues during the childhood of people who are now  20 years, 
30 years, 40 years, 50 years, 60 years, 70 years, 80 years and 90 years old. 

Talk about the advantages of using tissues for  people who used handkerchieves.

5. Write about the history of nappies. Talk to people  who are 60, 70, 80 and 90 years old, ask 
them about  the diapers they used in the past decades. Write an interview about your research.
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She was born in Alabama.

She moves to Birmingham with her mother and sisters, the three of them were successful in the building 
industry.

After her experience as a business woman in the building industry, she moves to California, she buys a ranch 
and where she works on livestock and wine business.

She comes back to Birmingham to look after her aunt who was ill. Her aunt kept 17 heavy wooden logs in her 
room, when she dies, they discovered that  there were jewels and gold inside the logs. This surprise and the 
family business career leaves Mary in an 
outstanding economic situation.

In New York, Mary sees  how the tram driver 
has to get off the tram to wipe  the water and 
snow off the windscreen with a cloth. She 
realizes they need something faster to do 
this and she thinks of  a sheet of  cork to  
wipe the  windscreen which can be turned 
on from the inside.

Without listening to the people who say it 
would distract the drivers, she tries it and 
she register her new invention: the 
windscreen wiper.

Henry Ford installs windcreen wipers in 
all the  models  that come out of his 
factory. The first model to have it was the 
Ford T. The windscreen wiper is widely used in 
the car industry.

The windscreen wiper is installed in all cars.

Mary Anderson dies in Alabama.

Research on women inventors  have revealed the 
history of the entrepreneur who invented the 
windscreen wiper device,  essential in the making of 
cars today.

This is Mary Anderson's cronology:

1866 

1889

1898

1902

1903

1905

1908

1916

1953

Name: Group:

The life of an inventor: Mary Anderson
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